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he UMass system is comprised of 
campuses in Amherst, Boston, 
Dartmouth, Lowell, the UMass Medical 

School in Worcester, and our award-winning 
distance learning division, UMassOnline. The 
University's mission is to provide an affordable 
and accessible education of high quality and to 
conduct programs of research and public service 
that advance knowledge and improve the lives of 
the people of the Commonwealth, the nation, and 
the world. 
 
Consistent with recent developments in graduate 
education, the University of Massachusetts is now 

implementing innovative, system-wide 
Professional Science Master’s (PSM) Degree 
Programs. The aim is to combine academic 
training in science and related disciplines with 
applied “cross-training” in business and 
communications such that the graduates are 
especially well prepared for current and future 
professional career opportunities. Representatives 
from the five UMass campuses and the President’s 
office have conducted preliminary planning to 
accomplish several goals, including: become 
informed about PSM programs at other 
universities, generate faculty interest on each 
campus, confirm employer demand and support, 
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clarify prospective student interest, and meet 
requirements of the university’s program approval 
process.   
 
Concurrently, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts has analyzed economic trends and 
projected the life sciences and environmental 
sciences as major fields for future economic 
growth. Since substantial numbers of University 
of Massachusetts faculty have expertise in these 
disciplines, and since these industries comprise 
two of the strongest sectors in the current 
economic crisis, “Emerging Life Sciences and 
Environmental Sciences” is a natural choice for a 
unifying theme for PSM programs in 
Massachusetts.  
 
With the five UMass campuses separated by one 
to two hours of driving time, and public 
transportation not an option, it is unrealistic for 
students or faculty to travel between campuses for 
course sharing. However, each campus has the 
capability to offer core science courses. In 
addition, UMass has extensive experience with 
online course sharing through its award winning 
UMass Online program. The expectation for PSM 
programs is to offer science courses on each 
campus and pertinent management courses for 
online delivery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students may currently enroll in six programs: 
Applied Biotechnology; Biosafety; Environmental 
Biotechnology; Project Management for Life 
Sciences; Environmental, Earth and Ocean 
Sciences; and Marine Science. Formative 
evaluations and market research are being 
conducted by the University’s Donahue Institute. 
 
A poster display will depict the timeline of our 
progress and plans. 


